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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

SWEDEN IN THE 17TH CENTURY 
 

Sweden in the 17th Century is a 7.5 ECTS credits course (corresponding to five weeks full 

time study) for international students, given in the third quarter of the semester. The 

language of instruction is English. 

Aim 

The course concentrates on the long 17th century in Sweden – a period often referred to as 

the Great Power Era. The aim of the course is to provide an understanding of this period in 

Swedish history, including the most important structures and the main events and processes.  

Content and outline of the course 

One lecture, four thematic seminars and one short essay constitute the course. In addition 

there will be one occasion for tuition, and the course will start with an introduction. 

    

The lecture covers the historical development of Sweden as a great power chronologically. 

After that there will be four seminars for which the students need to prepare thoroughly, 

reading assigned texts and preparing questions and comments before the seminars. Everyone 

is expected to have read all the provided texts in advance of the seminars and to participate 

actively with their own comments, questions and thoughts on the texts. Each seminar is 

mandatory. An isolated absence from a seminar can, by agreement with the teacher, be made 

up by handing in a written make-up assignment. The final deadline is January 12th 2018. 

 

The seminars cover four different themes:  

 

1. State building and military expansion 1600–1660. 

2. Consolidation and fall of Sweden as a great power. 

3. Peasants and townspeople: political and social practices in Sweden during the 17th century. 

4. Hierarchy and grandeur: the political elite in Sweden during the 17th century. 

 

The course ends with each student writing a short essay (around 2 000 words). In the essay a 

summary or contemplation of the long 17th century should be made with a particular 

research question (of the student’s own choice) as the point of departure. There will be a 

chance to discuss these questions and the essays with a tutor during a seminar. The essay 

must have a reference system, identifying the article or book as well as the page from where 

an argument or a quotation is taken. Well known facts, such which you can find in for 

example an encyclopedia (for example when a war began or when a king was born) do not 

need to be supported with references. At the end of the paper, all books and articles used 

should be listed. 
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Examination  

Grades will be based on the seminar participation and on the quality of the final essay. 

The grades range from A – excellent, B – very good, C – good, D – satisfactory, E – 
sufficient, FX – pass with extra assignment to F – not passed. Around 65 % of the students 
are expected to be within the range C or D. The distribution is, however, statistically 
significant only for groups above 30 persons.  
 

Grading criteria 

1. Seminar participation 

Criteria are given for the grades A, C, and E. If contributions are always on at least an E-

level, but more than once fulfill the requirements for a C, the student will get a D. If the C-

criteria are always met but sometimes also the criteria of an A, the student will get a B. 

A Outstanding contributions. Seminar contributions are regular, reflect rigorous 

preparation, and engage the thoughts of fellow students. Ideas offered are 

substantive, provide significant insights, and spur discussion in interesting directions. 

Without these kinds of contributions, the quality of the discussion would be 

diminished markedly. 

C Good contributions. Seminar contributions are regular and reflect thorough 

preparation. Ideas offered are often substantive, insights are interesting. Without 

these contributions, the quality of the discussion would be diminished. 

E Adequate contributions. Seminar contributions are infrequent but reflect satisfactory 

preparation. Without these contributions, the quality of discussion would be 

diminished somewhat. 

FX Presence at the seminars but no contributions, or so little contribution that it does 

not influence the quality of discussion at all and that it is impossible to assess 

preparation  

OR  

Satisfactory participation when present, but occasional absence. 

In both these cases, a grade can still be received by doing make-up assignments. 

F Absence from more seminars or damaging contributions (disruptive, disrespectful 

behaviour, damaging the quality of the seminar). 

 

2. Final essay 

Basic requirements: the essay must have a clear disposition, it must be readable, and it must 
be formally correct according to instructions given. Facts must be correct. 

Grades Requirements 

A-Excellent Independent and creative choice of topic. Creative use of literature and 
a distinct understanding of strengths and weaknesses. Showing a very 
clear understanding of the chosen theme with an ability to 
problematize the topic beyond the framework given by the literature. 
Ability to convincingly demonstrate a critical and analytical line of 
argument. Ability to synthesize and to express the above in writing. 
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B-Very good Independent and creative choice of topic. Creative use of literature, 
showing a good understanding of strengths and weaknesses. Showing a 
clear understanding of the chosen theme. Ability to demonstrate a 
critical and analytical line of argument. Ability to synthesize and to 
express the above in writing. 

C-Good Independent choice of topic. Good use of literature, showing an 
awareness of strengths and weaknesses. Showing a clear understanding 
of the chosen theme. Ability to demonstrate an analytical line of 
argument. Ability to express the above in writing. 

D-Satisfactory Good choice of topic. Good use of literature with attention for 
differences between authors. Showing a good understanding of the 
chosen theme. Ability to demonstrate a coherent line of argument. 
Ability to express the above in writing. 

E-sufficient Relevant choice of topic. Sufficient use of relevant literature. Showing 
an understanding of the chosen theme and a transparent line of 
argument. Ability to express the above in writing.  

 

Literature  

Except the literature listed here, the students will need to consult additional literature 
necessary to answer their chosen research question when they write their essay. 
 
The main book of the course is Paul Douglas Lockhart’s Sweden in the Seventeenth Century, 
Palgrave Macmillan, Hampshire 2004. The students are expected to read this book and use it 
both to prepare for the seminars and for their essays.  
 
In preparation for the seminars, the students also need to read a number of articles: 
 
Kurt Ågren, “Rise and Decline of an Aristocracy. The Swedish social and political elite in the 
17th century”, Scandinavian Journal of History, vol. 1, (1976). 
 
Mary Elisabeth Ailes, “Wars, widows and state formation in 17th-century Sweden”, 
Scandinavian Journal of History, vol. 31, (2006). 
 
Mats Hallenberg, Johan Holm & Dan Johansson, “Organization, legitimation, participation. 
State formation as a dynamic process – the Swedish example, c. 1523–1680”, Scandinavian 
Journal of History, vol. 33 (2008).  
 
Åsa Karlsson Sjögren & Peter Lindström, “Widows, ownership and political culture: Sweden 
1650–1800”, Scandinavian Journal of History, vol. 31, (2006). 
 
Petri Karonen, “The worst offenders in the provincial towns: Serious urban crime and its 
perpetrators in the early years of Sweden’s period as a great power”, Scandinavian Journal of 
History, vol. 23, (1998). 
 
Jan Lindegren, “The Swedish ‘military state’, 1560–1720”, Scandinavian Journal of History, vol. 
10, (1985).  
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Margarera Revera, “The making of a civilized nation. Nation-building, aristocratic culture 
and social change”, in Carol E. Hoffecker (ed.), New Sweden in America, Newark, Delaware, 
University of Delaware Press 1995. 
 
Pentti Virrankoski, “The impact of military service on Finnish rural society in the 17th 
century”, in Auvo Kostiainen (ed.), Matti Lattermaalle 23. 11. 1982. Turun Historiallinen 
Arkisto 38, Turku 1982. 
 
Heikki Ylikangas, “The historical connections of European peasant revolts”, Scandinavian 
Journal of History, vol. 16, (1991). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


